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Pavilion of Switzerland at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition – 
la Biennale di Venezia 

Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price 
A stroll through a fun palace 

Curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist 
 
In collaboration with Herzog & de Meuron, Atelier Bow-Wow, Agnès b., Lorenza Baroncelli, 
Stefano Boeri, Eleanor Bron, Elizabeth Diller, Olafur Eliasson, Liam Gillick, Dominique 
Gonzalez-Foerster, Dan Graham, Dorothea von Hantelmann, Samantha Hardingham, Carsten 
Höller, Koo Jeong-a, Philippe Parreno, Asad Raza, Tino Sehgal, Rirkrit Tiravanija, Mirko 
Zardini, and others 
 
Press conference: Thursday, 5 June 2014, 4.30 pm 
Opening: Friday 6 June 2014, 5.30 pm 
Exhibition: 7 June to 23 November 2014 
 
Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace is a multi-faceted 
project by Hans Ulrich Obrist to be presented by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia at the 
Swiss Pavilion in the Giardini from 7 June to 23 November 2014. 
 
In a digital time of unlimited access to information, where everyone can be an architect, a 
curator, an intellectual thinker, Hans Ulrich Obrist’s Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A 
stroll through a fun palace revisits the recent past of architecture through retrospectives 
of Lucius Burckhardt (1925–2003) and Cedric Price (1934–2003), reflecting on its future in 
the 21st century. 
 
‘We often invent the future with elements from the past. Lucius Burckhardt (1925–2003) 
and Cedric Price (1934–2003) were two great visionaries whose work resonates and 
inspires new generations in the 21st century. At the core of both their work is a practice 
of drawing. At the centre of the project will be the archives of drawings of Cedric and 
Lucius, of which different aspects will be revealed throughout the Biennale. ‘A stroll 
through a fun palace’ in collaboration with architects and artists will present a laboratory 
where the ideas of Cedric and Lucius can be toolboxes to invent the future.’ 
(Hans Ulrich Obrist, February 2014)  
 
Both Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price are regarded as among the most visionary thinkers 
of the 20th century, redefining architecture as revolving around people, space and 
performance. 
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Lucius Burckhardt was a Swiss political economist, sociologist, art historian and planning 
theorist, known as founding father of ‘strollology’ – his science of the walk. He pioneered an 
interdisciplinary analysis of man-made environments, discussing both the visible and 
invisible aspects of our cities, landscapes, political processes and social relations, as well as 
the long-term effects of design and planning decisions. 
 
Cedric Price was guided by a fundamental belief that architecture must ‘enable people to 
think the unthinkable’. His project Fun Palace (1960–61), conceived as a ‘laboratory of fun’ 
and ‘university of the streets’, though never realised, established him as one of the UK’s 
most innovative and thought-provoking architects. 
 
Both Burckhardt and Price critiqued the traditional tertiary education system and were 
interested in rethinking the basic concept of a university. Following their revolutionary 
teaching methods, Obrist's Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun 
palace radically re-approaches the idea of the national pavilion, reconceiving it as a site for 
cross-disciplinary, interactive, international engagement. Acknowledging that it is not 
possible to present the complex practices of Burckhardt and Price through a static display 
of drawings, Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace aims for 
visitors to encounter the architects’ archives performatively. The display on Lucius 
Burckhardt is co-curated by architects Herzog & de Meuron, in collaboration with the Lucius 
& Annemarie Burckhardt Foundation and Martin Schmitz Verlag, whilst the temporary 
archive of Cedric Price is co-curated by Mirko Zardini, director of the Canadian Centre for 
Architecture (CCA). To present the temporary archives, Herzog & de Meuron have devised a 
site-specific system located in the graphic room of the Swiss Pavilion, aiming to create a 
new system of knowledge and ideas. Visible through the glass walls but not accessible to the 
public, it is to be conceived as an object on display. 
 
‘As former students of Lucius Burckhardt, we were very happy to accept Hans Ulrich 
Obrist’s invitation to contribute to this small Biennale project – the longer we worked on it 
and thought about it, the less “physical” the exhibition concept became, so that, in the end, 
only Lucius’s and Cedric’s mental universe were floating in space.’ 
(Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron, February 2014)  
 
The idea of an architecture that could take account of time was of central importance to 
both Price and Burckhardt’s practices, and the exhibition will reflect this aspect of their 
work. The space will be programmed according to a time-based dramaturgy, creating a 
changing mise-en-scène and an exhibition in constant motion. As the invention of new 
institutional forms was essential to Price and Burckhardt, the exhibition will also 
theoretically reflect on this endeavor. The opening days will feature a series of discussions 
on architecture, landscape design and modes of display. Several times a day Dorothea von 
Hantelmann will present vignettes on the past, present and future function of art 
institutions. The exhibition will also include contributions by Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster, 
Philippe Parreno, Asad Raza and Tino Sehgal, whilst other contemporary artists and 
architects, such as Dan Graham, Liam Gillick and Koo Jeong-a, will present their homages to 
Burckhardt and Price. 
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Following Burckhardt’s and Price’s critique of the traditional university system, Lucius 
Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace will function as an architectural 
school under the leadership of Italian architect Stefano Boeri with Lorenza Baroncelli. It will 
welcome and connect students in a worldwide network of thinkers, schools and 
researchers, enabling them to reflect on how the contemporary landscape is changing. This 
network will produce a digital daily and a weekly print magazine titled The Tomorrow.  
 
Invited by Hans Ulrich Obrist, Japanese architects Atelier Bow-Wow echoed the idea of 
Price's Fun Palace with a strong visual intervention above the entrance to the Swiss Pavilion. 
 
Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace was anticipated by the 
exhibition Lucius Burckhardt Exhibition and educational program for the Swiss Pavilion at the 
Architecture Biennale 2014 and a series of seminars on Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price, 
which took place from 13 March to 11 April 2014 at the Institute for the History and Theory 
of Architecture (gta) at the ETH Zurich. These were be presented by gta Exhibitions in 
collaboration with Herzog & de Meuron, the Lucius & Annemarie Burckhardt Foundation, the 
Canadian Centre for Architecture and Samantha Hardingham. 

Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace is accompanied by a 
publication by NORM designers, Zurich. 

‘Salon Suisse’: a platform for lively international exchange 
This year’s talks and events programme ‘Salon Suisse’, entitled The next 100 Years –
Scenarios for an Alpine City State, taking place at the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi for the 
third time, will be curated by Zurich-based architects and urbanists Hiromi Hosoya and 
Markus Schaefer. All events are free and open to everyone. Partner of ‘Salon Suisse’ is 
Laufen Bathrooms AG. 

For further information please visit: www.biennials.ch. 
 
 
Press Information 

Switzerland: Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia Press Office 
Sabina Schwarzenbach | Head of Communication | Pro Helvetia | T +41 44 267 71 39 | 
sschwarzenbach@prohelvetia.ch  

International: Rhiannon Pickles PR 
Caroline Widmer | Rhiannon Pickles PR | M +44 (0) 790 884 8075 | caroline@picklespr.com  

For high-res press images and to download the press release please visit: 
http://www.biennials.ch/home/Press.aspx 
 
The Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia 
Mandated by the Swiss Confederation, the Swiss Arts Council promotes artistic creation in 
Switzerland, contributes to cultural exchange at home, promotes the dissemination of Swiss 
culture abroad and fosters cultural outreach. Pro Helvetia is responsible for the Swiss 
contributions to the Biennale di Venezia and the Cairo Biennale. Switzerland has been 
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present at the International Architecture Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia since 1991 and 
since 1920 at the International Art Exhibition.  
 
The project at the Swiss Pavilion is supported by: LUMA Foundation and STEO Stiftung. 
 

  
 

 
 
LUMA Foundation 
The non-profit LUMA Foundation is committed to supporting the activities of independent 
artists and pioneers, as well as international institutions working in the fields of art and 
photography, publishing, documentary, and multimedia. Established by Maja Hoffmann in 
2004, the foundation promotes challenging artistic projects combining a particular interest 
in environmental issues, human rights, education, and culture in the broadest sense. The 
LUMA Foundation’s current focus is the development of a new creative campus in Arles (FR) 
with its Core Team working together with architects Frank Gehry and Annabelle Selldorf. 
This ambitious project for the production of exhibitions, research, education and archives is 
supported by a growing number of public and private partnerships. 
 
STEO Foundation 
On the occasion of its 50th anniversary, STEO Foundation is delighted to support Hans Ulrich 
Obrist’s research and mediation project, Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll 
through a fun palace, for the Swiss Pavilion at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition 
in Venice. The Foundation enables a research stay in Venice for around 60 students and 10 
artists from Zurich who will play a vital role in the Swiss Pavilion in engaging with the 
oeuvres of Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price. The results of their research and mediation 
are to be presented in Zurich following the biennale. The STEO Foundation supports, 
promotes and awards ambitious talents in the fields of literature, art and science who are 
residents or citizens of the Canton of Zurich. 
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Furniture sponsors: 
 

  
 
With the collaboration of the Lucius & Annemarie Burckhardt Foundation and the Canadian 
Centre for Architecture (CCA) 
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Pavilion of Switzerland at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition – 
la Biennale di Venezia 

Biographies 

Lucius Burckhardt 
Lucius Burckhardt (1925–2003) was a Swiss political economist, sociologist, art historian 
and planning theorist and is well known as founding father of ‘strollology’– his science of the 
walk. He was a pioneer of an interdisciplinary analysis of man-made environments and 
discussed both the visible and invisible aspects of our cities, landscapes, political processes 
and social relations, as well as the long-term effects of design and planning decisions. He 
established the importance of sociology in architecture education and in 1969, in the 
aftermath of student revolts, he conceded to student demands by establishing at the ETH 
Zurich a professorial ‘sofa’ in contrast to the professorial chair. This was the beginning of 
his project ‘Lehrcanapé’ a form of teaching focusing on issues of contemporary complexity 
that were representative of real professional difficulties and on solutions that ideally 
manifested an interdisciplinary approach. His experiment addressed the role of architecture 
in society and led to radical demands for more democratic, participatory structures in 
academic institutions. 
 
Cedric Price 
Price (1934–2003) was an English architect. His lateral approach to architecture and to 
time-based urban interventions has ensured that his work has an enduring influence on 
contemporary architects and artists, from Bernard Tschumi and Rem Koolhaas, to Rachel 
Whiteread. His projects were governed by the belief that architecture must ‘enable people to 
think the unthinkable’. His project ‘Fun Palace’ (1960–61), although unrealised, established 
him as one of the UK’s most innovative and thought-provoking architects. A collaboration 
with theatre director Joan Littlewood, the idea was to build a ‘laboratory of fun’, with 
facilities for dancing, music, drama and fireworks. Central to Price’s practice was the belief 
that through an appropriate use of new technology the public could have unprecedented 
control over their environment. Price critiqued the traditional university system and was 
interested in radically rethinking the basic concept of a university. In 1964, he presented his 
‘Potteries Thinkbelt’ project for the former mining and manufacturing area of Staffordshire, 
England. He proposed a mobile learning resource for 20,000 students utilising the railway 
infrastructure of a declining industrial zone. It offered a solution to the need for educational 
facilities in addition to providing a catalyst for economic and social growth for the area. 
Price wrote prolifically for architecture magazines throughout his career and was renowned 
for his uniquely entertaining and thought-provoking talks in architecture schools around the 
world. The Cedric Price Archive is held at the Canadian Centre for Architecture (CCA), 
Montreal since 1995. 
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Hans Ulrich Obrist 
Hans Ulrich Obrist (b. 1968, Zurich, Switzerland) is co-director of the Serpentine Galleries, 
London. Prior to this, he was the Curator of the Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris. 
Since his first show ‘World Soup’ (The Kitchen Show) in 1991 he has curated more than 250 
exhibitions. 
Obrist’s recent publications include A Brief History of Curating, Project Japan: Metabolism 
Talks with Rem Koolhaas, Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Curating But Were 
Afraid to Ask, Do It: The Compendium, Think Like Clouds, Ai Weiwei Speaks, Sharp Tongues – 
Loose Lips – Open Eyes – Ears to the Ground, along with new volumes of his Conversation 
Series. 
 
Herzog & de Meuron  
Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron established their office in 1978. They both studied 
architecture at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology Zurich (ETHZ) from 1970 to 
1975 with Aldo Rossi and Dolf Schnebli and they received their degrees in 1975. Jacques 
Herzog and Pierre de Meuron are visiting professors at Harvard University, USA (1989 
and since 1994), and professors at ETH Studio Basel (since 1999), where they co-founded 
the Contemporary City Institute. Today Herzog & de Meuron is an international 
partnership working on projects across Europe, Asia, North and South America. Herzog & 
de Meuron have designed a wide range of projects from the small scale of a private home 
to the large scale of urban design. In 2001 the practice has been awarded the Pritzker 
Architecture Prize (USA) followed by the RIBA Royal Gold Medal (UK) and the Praemium 
Imperiale (Japan), both in 2007. 
Biennale Team: Jacques Herzog, Pierre de Meuron, Andreas Fries (Partner in Charge), 
Florian Stroh (Project Manager), Federica von Euw and Maximilian Kimmel. 
Website: www.herzogdemeuron.com 
 
Atelier Bow-Wow 
Atelier Bow-Wow is a Tokyo-based architecture firm founded by Yoshiharu Tsukamoto 
and Momoyo Kaijima in 1992.  
Yoshiharu Tsukamoto 
Born in Kanagawa, Japan in 1965 
Momoyo Kaijima 
Born in Tokyo, Japan in 1969   
Website: www.bow-wow.jp 
 
Lorenza Baroncelli 
Born in Geneva, Switzerland in 1981 
Architect and teacher at Domus Academy. Scientific director of the Swiss Pavilion at the 
Venice Architecture Biennale 2014 
Lives and works in Milan, Italy 
Website: www.lorenzabaroncelli.com 
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Stefano Boeri 
Born in Milan, Italy in 1956 
Architect, founder of Stefano Boeri Architetti 
Lives and works in Milan, Italy 
Website: www.stefanoboeri.net 
 
Elizabeth Diller 
Born in Łódź, Poland, in 1954 
Architect, founding Partner of Diller Scofidio + Renfro, an interdisciplinary design studio 
that integrates architecture, the visual arts, and the performing arts 
Lives and works in New York, USA 
Website: http://www.dsrny.com 
 
Olafur Eliasson 
Born in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1967 
Artist, founder of Studio Olafur Eliasson 
Lives and works in Berlin, Germany 
Website: www.olafureliasson.net 
 
Liam Gillick 
Born in Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, England, in 1964 
Artist 
Lives and works in New York, USA 
Website: www.liamgillick.info 
 
Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster  
Born in Strasbourg, France, in 1965 
Artist, writer and movie director 
Lives and works in Paris, France and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Website: www.dgf5.com 
 
Dan Graham  
Born in Urbana, Illinois, USA, in 1942 
Artist, writer, movie director and curator 
Lives and works in New York, USA 
Website: www.lissongallery.com/artists/dan-graham 
 
Dorothea von Hantelmann 
Born in Hamburg, Germany, in 1969 
documenta Professor at the Art Academy/University of Kassel where she lectures on the 
history and meaning of documenta 
Lives and works in Berlin, Germany 
 
Samantha Hardingham 
Born in Kent, England 
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Lives and works in London, England as a freelance writer and unit master with David 
Greene of Diploma 7 at the Architectural Association 
 
Carsten Höller  
Born in Brussels, Belgium, in 1961 
Artist 
Lives and works in Stockholm, Sweden 
Website: www.airdeparis.com/holler.htm# 
 
Koo Jeong-a 
Born in Seoul, South Korea, in 1967 
Artist 
Lives and works in Paris, France 
 
Philippe Parreno  
Born in Oran, Algeria, in 1964 
Artist and filmmaker 
Lives and works in Paris, France 
 
Asad Raza  
Born in Buffalo, New York, USA 
Art Producer 
Lives and works in New York, USA 
 
Tino Sehgal  
Born in London, England, in 1976 
Artist, winner of the Golden Lion at the Art Biennial in Venice 2013 
Lives and works in Berlin, Germany 
 
Rirkrit Tiravanija 
Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1961 
Artist 
Lives and works in New York, Berlin and Chiang Mai 

 
Agnès Troublé aka agnès b. 
Born Agnès Andrée Marguerite Troublé, in Versailles, France, in 1941 
Fashion Designer 
Lives and works in Paris, France 
Website: http://europe.agnesb.com/en 
 
Mirko Zardini 
Born in Verona, Italy, in 1955 
Architect and Director of the Canadian Centre for Architecture 
Lives and works in Montreal, Canada and Milan, Italy 
Website: http://www.cca.qc.ca/en 
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Pavilion of Switzerland at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition – 
la Biennale di Venezia 

Swiss Summer School  
A network that aims to rethink the current infrastructure of the production of knowl-
edge for the approaching nonlinear, four-dimensional, and un-deterministic world 
 
Following Lucius Burckhardt’s and Cedric Price’s critique of the traditional university sys-
tem, Lucius Burckhardt and Cedric Price – A stroll through a fun palace will function as an 
architectural school under the leadership of Italian architect Stefano Boeri with Lorenza 
Baroncelli. They have invited some of the best architectural universities of the world to 
spend a week in the Pavilion, bringing their researches on some of the most interesting 
changes that are happening worldwide to the landscape. At the end of the week, they will 
leave behind the work they have developed, which will be used as a toolbox for subsequent 
visiting institutions, contributing to a growing archive of the Swiss Summer School. 
While the archival material of Price and Burckhardt is gradually destroyed and transformed, 
the Swiss Summer School creates a new archive of ideas, an interlinked, gravitational cen-
tre for open questions and discussions. 
 
Architectural Association School of Architecture—AA (London, UK) 
Accademia di Architettura di Mendrisio (Mendrisio, Switzerland) 
American University of Beirut (Beirut, Lebanon)  
Berlage Institute (Rotterdam, Netherlands) 
Delft University of Technology (Delft, Netherlands) 
Dessau Institute of Architecture (Dessau, Germany) 
Domus Academy (Milan, Italy) 
Ecole d’Architecture de Versailles (Paris, France)  
Eindhoven University of Technology (Eindhoven, Netherlands) 
EPOKA University (Tirana, Albania) 
Ethiopian Institute of Architecture, Building Construction and City Development (Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia) 
ETH Zürich (Zurich, Switzerland) 
European University Madrid (Madrid, Spain) 
Future Cities Lab (San Francisco – CA, USA) 
Harvard University (Cambridge – MA, USA)  
IN Residence (Turin, Italy) 
Rice University (Houston – TX, USA) 
Royal College of Art (London, UK) 
Tokyo Institute of Technology (Tokyo, Japan) 
Tunghai University (Taichung, Taiwan) 
Università Iuav di Venezia (Venice, Italy) 
University of Belgrade (Belgrade, Serbia) 
University of California, San Diego (La Jolla – CA, USA) 
University of Thessaly (Volos, Greece) 
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«Salon Suisse»: The next 100 Years – 
Scenarios for an Alpine City State, Collateral 
Event of the 14th International Architecture 
Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia 

Curators: Hiromi Hosoya and Markus Schaefer 
Location: Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, Vaporetto stop: Zattere 
 
Complementing the exhibition at the Pavilion of Switzerland at the 14th International 
Architecture Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia, the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia 
organizes a Collateral Event entitled «Salon Suisse». The «Salon Suisse», now in its third 
year, is a programme of talks and events offering a platform for exchange on 
contemporary architecture and thought in a relaxed atmosphere. 

This year’s «Salon Suisse» is curated by Zurich-based architects and urbanists Hiromi 
Hosoya and Markus Schaefer, founders of Hosoya Schaefer Architects, who have put 
together an ambitious programme of events focusing on questions around urban 
development in Switzerland and the increasing pressure of urbanization worldwide. 

The events will be modelled after a Constitutional Assembly and serve as a thought 
experiment in critical urbanity. Projecting this Biennale’s preoccupation with the last 
century into the future and using the historic arc of the Venetian city state as a backdrop, 
how can the next 100 years be envisioned in an increasingly urban and volatile world? 
What would a contemporary conception for Switzerland be in this context? If it had to be 
founded today, what would be its guiding principles, its business model and its social 
contract? And how could architecture and urban design support such an endeavour; to 
what extent do these disciplines need to be political?  

To discuss these questions the curators invited thinkers, practitioners and activists to 
envision such a state and ultimately a physical environment inspired by but without the 
gritty detail of today’s political reality.  

The opening event takes place on June 7 at 11 am as an «Inaugural Session» 
accompanied by a brunch. This initial hearing is meant to collect short statements from 
Swiss and international practitioners on possible «Scenarios for an Alpine City State» as 
a missive for the Salons to come. 

The First Salon (4 to 6 September) «Design – The Nature of Cities» attempts to establish 
a shared understanding of cities and of the state of the contemporary urban system with 
the participation of urban geographer Edward D. Soja, science fiction writer Kim Stanley 
Robinson, complex systems scientist Didier Sornette or anthropologist and activist David 
Graeber amongst several others.  

The Second Salon (9 to 11 October) «Build – The Reality of Cities» questions how urban 
ideas become reality. The discussion includes politicians, entrepreneurs and practitioners 



 

 

 

   

such as Japanese architectural planner Yasuaki Onoda and the urban designers Jan Gehl, 
Marc Angélil and Yoshiharu Tsukamoto among others. 

The Third Salon (30 October to 1 November) «Use – The Culture of Cities» approaches the 
theme of how culture emerges within a city. The talks include author and co-founder of 
Neustart Schweiz Hans Widmer as well as Opendata.ch co-founder Hannes Gassert. 
Norihito Nakatani and Jiang Jun, contributors of the Japanese and Chinese pavilions 
respectively, will discuss their research on more traditional forms of collectives with 
among others Mark Leonard, Co-Founder and Director of the European Council on Foreign 
Relations, the first pan-European think-tank. 

The «Final Assembly» is the closing event of the «Salon Suisse» 2014 (20 to 22 
November). It will focus on summarizing and editing the results of the Salon in 
collaboration with writers and journalists such as Lukas Bärfuss or Finn Canonica who 
accompanied the entire series by recording and intervening.  

For the duration of the series of events, the «Salon Suisse» is open three days a week, 
on Thursday to Saturday from 6.00 pm to 10.00 pm. For a detailed programme of the 
«Salon Suisse» please visit: www.biennials.ch. 

As partner of the «Salon Suisse», Laufen Bathrooms AG is contributing to the events at 
the Palazzo Trevisan with the intention of participating in and encouraging an 
international dialogue in the fields of architecture and design. 

Sponsors of the «Salon Suisse» weekends: 
Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction 
technologycluster-zug, V-ZUG Immobilien AG 
Swiss Society of Engineers and Architects (SIA) 
FSA Federation of Swiss Architects 
Furniture sponsors: USM U. Schärer Söhne AG; Cassina 
Media partners: Das Magazin; Specialist journals TEC21, Tracés, archi / 
www.espazium.ch; Opendata.ch; werk, bauen + wohnen 

 

Note to editors 

The curators, Hiromi Hosoya and Markus Schaefer 

The curators of the «Salon Suisse» 2014 are Hiromi Hosoya and Markus Schaefer who 
established Zurich-based Hosoya Schaefer Architects together in 2003. The office 
specializes in architecture, urban design and research. 

Hiromi Hosoya studied architecture at the Rhode Island School of Design and at Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design. She worked for five years for Toyo Ito & Associates 
Architects in Tokyo until co-founding her own office with Markus Schaefer in 2003. She 
has taught interdisciplinary design studios at Cornell University in 2005 and 2006 and 
was a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts, Vienna, Austria from 2007 to 2012. She 
also taught an advanced design studio at the Harvard University Graduate School of 
Design. 



 

 

 

   

Markus Schaefer has a Masters of Architecture from Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design as well as a Masters of Science in Neurobiology from the University of Zürich. 
From 1999 – 2003 Markus Schaefer worked for OMA in Rotterdam, the final two years as 
a director of AMO. He was a guest professor at the Berlage Institute in Rotterdam (2005 
– 2006) and a professor at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna (2007 – 2009). He lectures 
and publishes regularly and is also co-founder and head of research at CityTrackerX AG, a 
privately-funded start-up aimed at understanding the dynamics of cities and urban 
regions. 
 
The Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi in Venice 

The second floor of the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi at Zattere in the heart of Venice’s old 
town belongs to the Swiss Confederation and houses the offices of the Swiss Consulate. 
Initiated by Pro Helvetia, the «Salon Suisse» is held in the main room of the Palazzo as of 
2012. Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, is close to Campo S. Agnese. The 
nearest vaporetto stop is Zattere. 
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Guest Projects at the Palazzo Trevisan  

Location: Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, Vaporetto stop: Zattere 

As well as organising the project at the Pavilion of Switzerland and the Collateral Event 
«Salon Suisse», the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia supports three external projects 
which will take place at the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, which belongs to the Swiss Con-
federation and houses the offices of the Swiss Consulate and the annual «Salon Suisse». 
All guest projects are official Collateral Events of the Biennale. 
 
«Gotthard Landscape: The Unexpected View» 

Opening: Saturday, 7 June, 6.30 pm 
Exhibition: 8 June to 20 July 2014 and 7 September to 5 October 2014 
Opening hours: 11 am – 6 pm, closed on Mondays (except 9 June 2014) 

For further information please see separate fact sheet. 
 
«Z Club – On Money, Space, Postindustrialization, and…» 

Opening hours: daily from 9 pm – Midnight 
Duration: 25 to 31 July 2014 

Sunset at the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi: Every evening, from 9:00 pm, the Z Club will 
host a programme showcasing Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK), one of Europe’s larg-
est arts universities. Discourse meets performance, concerts meet actions. The themes 
running through this series of seven evenings are «money», «space» and «postindustri-
alisation.» The current crisis (in Europe) is not only economic and political but also spa-
tial. Postindustrialisation offers only certain cities and regions a future, usually in the 
shape of business headquarters, creative industry hubs, or tourism.  
 
«Once Upon a Time in Liechtenstein» 

Opening: Friday, 17 October, 6 pm 
Exhibition: 18 to 26 October 2014  
Opening hours: 11 am – 6 pm  
Symposium «Where are you from?»: Saturday, 18 October, 4 pm 

The dramatic transformation Liechtenstein has undergone in the past 100 years has re-
sulted in a building stock that is almost entirely assembled from typologies and styles 
originating from foreign influences. The consequence is a pastiche of modern and post-
modern architecture which, as an ensemble could be (mis-)read as the local building cul-
ture. This exhibition and its associated events aim to ruminate on how globally prevalent 
building types have been adapted to a particular local condition, and to discover how this 
transformative process has generated fundamental principles and values that consist in 
a contemporary (and future) architectural identity of Liechtenstein. 

For further information please visit: http://www.uni.li/biennale 

 



GOTTHARD LANDSCAPE - THE UNEXPECTED VIEW

TWO SCHOOLS OF ARCHITECTURE IN SWITZER-
LAND, THE DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE AT 
ETH ZURICH AND THE ACADEMY OF ARCHITECTURE 
IN MENDRISIO AAM/USI PRESENT THE RESEARCH 
PROJECT: 
«GOTTHARD LANDSCAPE– THE UNEXPECTED VIEW»

PROJECT BOARD
Prof. Christophe Girot
Chair of Landscape Architecture at the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology ETH Zurich
Prof. Christian Sumi
Accademia di architettura Mendrisio AAM, 
Università della Svizzera italiana USI
Prof. Urs Fanger
Zurich University of the Arts ZHdK em.
Landscape Visualization & Modeling Lab (LVML) 
Institute of Landscape Architecture ETH Zurich
P. Werner, J. Rebsamen, M. Vollmer, J. Melsom

EXHIBITION / VIDEOINSTALLATION
Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi
Campo Sant‘Agnese - Dorsoduro 810
IT - 30123 Venice

VAPORETTO STOP: ZATTERE
Lines 2, 8, 5.1, 5.2, 61, 62, N, B, R, F

EXHIBITION OPEN
June 8th to July 20th, 2014
September 7th to October 5th, 2014
Inauguration: Saturday, June 7th, 6.30pm 
with Moritz Leuenberger

OPENING HOURS
Tuesday to Sunday, 11am to 6pm

COLLATERAL EVENT 
OF THE 14TH INTERNATIONAL ARCHITECTURE EXHIBITION 
LA BIENNALE DI VENEZIA

GOTTHARD
With the opening of the NEAT in 2016 the longest alpine tunnel in the 

world (57km) will be put into operation. Since early history, the 

St. Gotthard Range has always been understood as the heart of the 

Alps. But, with this new underground rail transect, the entire moun-

tain range with its existing infrastructure, will be made for the most 

part obsolete – it will be replaced with a high velocity utopian space 

mentally fi lled with projections, projects and innovations. The land-

scape will thus be split into two realms, a visible world above and an 

imaginary one below.

THE SCIENTIFICALLY BASED APPROPRIATION OF THE 
LANDSCAPE

Our project deals with the passage from a factual and territorial 

oriented tradition in the Alps, towards a virtual territorial principle 

based on a scientifi c appropriation of the landscape.

LANDSCAPE AS ABSTRACT DIGITAL SCULPTURE
Our own landscape vision of the Alps is thus dematerializing and 

acquiring the visual character of an interactive digital sculpture. 

The established two dimensional modes of representation of alpine 

topography are replaced here by a 3D computer generated point cloud 

topology of immense precision. A completely new understanding of 

each locality dawns upon us. Through such interactivity it becomes 

also a working instrument capable of producing cross sections of any 

topographic reality for the purpose of landscape architectural visions 

and designs.

INNOVATIVE AESTHETIC FASCINATION
The transparency and «liquefaction» of territorial reality through 

point cloud digitalization invites us to a completely new way of seeing. 

Its virtual character the diaphanous «technical» colouring of the topo-

logical surface provokes an uncommon aesthetic and magic fascination. 

INVENTORY
At the same time, an inventory of the Gotthard infrastructure will in-

clude (railway infrastructure, waterways and dams, public and private 

traffi c roads, skilifts, etc…). These will be shown through abstract 

graphic structures, sections, overlays and triangulations projected 

directly on a 3D model of the Gotthard.

Source: 

Swiss Cooperation Programm in Architecture SCPA:

www.landscape-myths-technology.ch

Discover additional alpine 3D laser data at:

www.gotthard.ethz.ch

Università
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Svizzera
italiana

Accademia
di architettura
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Other Swiss contributions to the 14th International 
Architecture Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia 

As in previous editions of the Biennale di Venezia, the Pavilion of Switzerland and the «Sa-
lon Suisse» are not the only places where Switzerland’s tradition in architecture and its 
lively architecture scene can be experienced. 
 
The 14th International Architecture Exhibition entitled «Fundamentals», curated by Dutch 
architect Rem Koolhaas consists of three interlocking exhibitions: Absorbing Modernity 
1914-2014, a theme interpreted individually by each national pavilion; Elements of Archi-
tecture, an exhibition at the Central Pavilion and Monditalia, which dedicates the space of 
the Arsenale to one single theme: Italy. The Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia supports 
three projects which are part of Monditalia. 
 
The first project entitled «The Architecture of Hedonism? Three Villas on the Isle of Ca-
pri» is curated by Martino Stierli, SNSF Professor for the History of Architecture and Art, 
Art History Institute, University of Zurich and Hilar Stadler, Director of the Museum in 
Bellpark. The project also includes artist Nils Nova and architects Andreas Fuhrimann and 
Gabrielle Hächler. The second project «Das transmediale Erzählprojekt: Friday in Venice» 
is organized by author Michael Schindhelm with Moritz Kemper, designer and Head of 
Physical Computing Lab of the University of Arts in Zurich, where the interactive installa-
tion for the project has been developed. Moreover, Hans Ulrich Obrist, curator of the 
Swiss pavilion, will participate in the Weekend Specials of the Biennale Sessions in August 
together with Rem Koolhaas, other architects and scholars. In the third project, entitled 
«Towards a New Avant-Garde», Lausanne-based interaction designer Thibault Brevet, 
will develop an architectural installation using sophisticated engineering and an open-
source design in a cutting-edge combination that generates a responsive, large-scale 
work of kinetic art.  
 
Architects Andreas Fuhrimann and Gabrielle Hächler will also contribute to the exhibition 
«Sacrificed Space», an Official Collateral Event taking place at the Palazzo Bembo and Pa-
lazzo Mora, organized by Dutch non-profit organization GlobalArtAffairs Foundation. 
 
Furthermore Zurich-based architects Savvas Ciriacidis and Alex Lehnerer will be present 
at the German Pavilion with the project «BUNGALOW GERMANIA».  




