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Salon Suisse: S.O.S. DADA – The World Is A Mess 
Collateral Event of the 56th International Art Exhibition – la Biennale 
di Venezia 

Responsible for the programme: Juri Steiner and Stefan Zweifel 
Location: Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, Vaporetto stop: Zattere 
 
Running concomitantly to the exhibition at the Pavilion of Switzerland at the 56th 
International Art Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia, the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia 
organizes a Collateral Event entitled «Salon Suisse». The «Salon Suisse», now in its 
fourth year, is a programme of events and talks offering a platform for exchange on 
contemporary art and thought in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Responsible for this year’s «Salon Suisse» are the two Dada-specialists Juri Steiner and 
Stefan Zweifel, who have put together an ambitious programme of events focusing on 
Dada’s cross-epochal force and timelessness, exploring the past, present and future of 
Dada.  

To this day, Dada stands for the radical, avant-garde attempt to push boundaries and 
challenge established ideas. As relevant as ever in addressing contemporary social and 
cultural questions, Dada is the quintessential link between then and now. But can Dada 
still come to the rescue of art and literature after the Situationist International, after 
Fluxus, Pop and Punk, in a world that is a mess, as former US-Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said recently? 

«Salon Suisse» is sending out its own S.O.S. DADA to explore the Dionysian power 
of Dada with guests from all over the world at the historical Palazzo Trevisan degli 
Ulivi over the course of five weekends.  

The opening event takes place on 9 May at 11am outdoors in front of the Palazzo Trevisan 
and is accompanied by a brunch. In a spiritual night session from 10pm the Salonniers 
will, hand in hand with Manifesta 11 collect spontaneous messages in a bottle. 

«Collective Experiments», the first Salon (4 to 6 June) cherishes the practice of «dérive» 
(drifting). We will track down Babylonian babble, flashes of genius and team spirit in the 
bars of Venice and Matteo Bertelé will guide us to a hidden billiard saloon. Inquiry will be 
conducted into the operative complexities of art and politics in conjunction with black 
risotto and films.  

The second «Salon Suisse» (10 to 12 September) entitled «Dionysius redivivus» will 
explore the Dionysian zones not merely ex cathedra or discursively, but across all the 
senses and nonsenses, in a program of films, performative readings, dance, sound 
configurations and a book launch in collaboration with Cabaret Voltaire.  

  



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

The third Salon (15 to 17 October) «YES and NO» approaches Dada’s negation of the 
negation and the Dadaist Rastaquères grand NO and duplicate DA-DA-YES. The Salonniers 
also look into the underexplored relationship between Dada and the African continent, as 
a means to develop alternative scenarios for the future and explore potential links of the 
Helvetian reference system of a «Genève internationale», with institutions such as the 
Red Cross and the United Nations in regard to current applications of the Salon’s subtitle, 
borrowed from Madeleine Albright, «The World Is A Mess». 

On the very last weekend of the Venice Biennale, the «Salon Suisse» «Speculation» / 
«Speculatio mystica» (19 to 21 November) will leave the Palazzo Trevisan once again, this 
time rambling through churches in search of the universal spirit of Dada between 
fantasy, reason, memory, longing and speculation in a spiritual and poetic closing 
ceremony. A final dinner party will bring together a handful of artists and curators to 
celebrate the artist, poet and impresario Robert Filliou. This last weekend is powered by 
SWATCH. 

LAUFEN Bathrooms AG is partner of the «Salon Suisse» and is contributing to the events 
at the Palazzo Trevisan with the intention of participating in and encouraging an 
international dialogue in the fields of art and architecture. 

For the duration of the series of events, the «Salon Suisse» is open three days a week, 
on Thursday to Saturday from 7.00pm. A detailed programme of the «Salon Suisse» 
events will be published one week prior to each weekend on: www.biennials.ch. 

For this year’s «Salon Suisse» the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia and the Salonniers 
work with the local collaborator Matteo Bertelé, and with the Flanders Arts Institute 
which facilitates contributions to S.O.S. DADA from Prof. Hans De Wolf (VUB, Brussels), 
curator of the collateral exhibition «The Revenge of the Common Place», Anders Kreuger 
(Muhka, Antwerp) and Phillip Van den Bossche (Mu.ZEE, Ostend). 

Media partner: terpentin.org; POSTmatter 

 

Note to editors 

Juri Steiner and Stefan Zweifel 

Juri Steiner was born in Zurich, Switzerland, in 1969. He studied Art History, German 
Studies and Philosophy at Zurich University. Since 1993, he has been working as a regular 
freelance art critic and freelance curator. In the context of the Swiss National Exhibition 
Expo.02 he was Head of the Arteplage Mobile du Jura (AMJ). In 2004 he was in charge of 
the concept and the realisation of Cabaret Voltaire. From 2003 to 2005: he was co-
curator together with Pius Tschumi of the exhibition in the Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2005 in 
Aichi, Japan. From 2007 to 2010 he was Director of the Zentrum Paul Klee, Berne. From 
2011, he has been developing and realising cultural projects such as Zurich’s Dada jubilee 
in 2016.  

 
Stefan Zweifel was born in Zurich, Switzerland, in 1967. He studied Philosophy, 
comparative literary studies and Egyptology at Zurich University. Since 1986 he has been 
working as a freelance critic. In 2009 he received the Berlin Prize of literary critics. He 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

   

translated works by Raymond Roussel, Blaise Cendrars, J.J. Rousseau and jointly with 
Michael Pfister «Justine&Juliette» in 10 volumes by the Marquis de Sade. He was a 
freelance co-curator at the Kunsthaus Zürich with Tobia Bezzola and Michael Pfister of 
«SADE/SURREAL» (2001/2002) and guest-curated «Les années Labyrinthe: Giacometti - 
Balthus - Skira» at the Musée Rath, Geneva (2009).  

 
Joint projects: 
Guest-curators at the Tinguely Museum in Basle and the Centraal Museum in Utrecht, The 
Netherlands: «Die Situationistische Internationale – In girum imus nocte et consumimur 
igni» (2006/2007), «Balades avec le Minotaure» for the Centre Dürrenmatt Neuchâtel 
(2013), «Foray into Happiness» (2014) and «Dada universal» for the Swiss National 
Museum (2016). 

 
The Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi in Venice 

The second floor of the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi at Zattere belongs to the Swiss 
Confederation and houses the offices of the Swiss Consulate. Initiated by Pro Helvetia, 
the «Salon Suisse» is held in the main room of the Palazzo as of 2012. Palazzo Trevisan 
degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, is close to Campo S. Agnese. The nearest vaporetto stop is 
Zattere. 


