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Z Club – On Money, Space, Post-industrialisation, and… 
Collateral Event of the 14th International Architecture Exhibition – la Biennale di Venezia 

 

 
 
 

Sunset at the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi: Every evening, from 9:00 p.m., the Z Club will host a 
programme showcasing Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK), one of Europe’s largest arts universities. 
Discourse meets performance, concerts meet actions. The themes running through this series of 
seven evenings are “money,” “space,” and “post-industrialisation.” The current crisis (in Europe) is 
not only economic and political but also spatial. Post-industrialisation offers only certain cities and 
regions a future, usually in the shape of business headquarters, creative industry hubs, or tourism.  
 The Z Club will also celebrate a new monument of post-industrialisation: the former Toni 
dairy factory, which this summer will open its doors as the new ZHdK campus. Its history reflects the 
Venetian history of industrialisation, which took place on the island of Giudecca, within sight of the Z 
Club.   
 Good clubs, as Andy Warhol once aptly observed, have four hallmarks: the right music, the 
right drinks, a backroom with stuff worth talking about, and experts. Stuff and experts attract 
attention and allow venues dedicated to words and things to open up a wealth of insights and 
opportunities. Les mots et les choses: The Z Club is dedicated to both.             
 The first two evenings, hosted by Christoph Weckerle, Heinrich Lüber, and others, are 
dedicated to the theme of hospitality. Different actors with strange customs will use cunning 
methods to ensure visitors wish to return. The third evening, organised by Stephan Müller and 
Neue Dringlichkeit, harnesses theatrical and actionist means to transform the “Athenian Polis” 
into a “Venetian Occasion” and to “psycho-geographically” explore the city of canals and its 
relation to global capitalism. The fourth evening is devoted to the question “Design – A Social 
Machine?” Gerhard M. Buurman, Tanja Herdt, Claude Lichtenstein, Marc Rölli, and Peter Vetter 
will discuss the manifold relationships between product design, architecture, and money in a 
discursive performance featuring the work of Cedric Price and others. The fifth evening, directed 
by Jörg Scheller, will stage a concert performance at the nexus of heavy metal, death metal, and 
post-industrialisation. Concentrating on new music and its relationship with industry, the last two 
evenings will open with Luigi Nono’s emblematic work La Fabbrica Illuminata – a wonderful 
metaphor of the new ZHdK campus – followed by compositions by Iannis Xenakis, Horacio 
Vaggione, Zbigniew Karkovski, and works by ZHdK members. Z Club will peak in an audio-visual 
live performance by Michael Egger, Thomas Peter, and Jorge Sánchez-Chiong.  
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Details: 
 
Dates:    25–31 July  2014; 9 p.m. – Midnight 
 
Venue:   Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi 

Campo S. Agnese -   Dorsoduro 810 
I - 30123 Venezia 

 
Organiser:  Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK)  
 
Curator:   Stephan Trüby    
 
Management:  Alexandra Carambellas 
 
Participants:   Daniel Bisig, Gerhard M. Buurman, Michael Egger, Karmen Franinovic, Tanja 

Herdt, Carlos Hidalgo, Philippe Kocher, Claude Lichtenstein, Heinrich Lüber, 
Thomas Meier, Kenn Mouritzen, Stephan Müller, Neue Dringlichkeit, Peter 
Richter, Marc Rölli, Peter Vetter, Christoph Weckerle, Jorge Sánchez-Chiong, 
Jörg Scheller, Martin Stricker, Sarah Maria Sun, Germán Toro Pérez, and 
others 

 
Mise en Scène:   ZHdK MAS Spatial Design students (Nina Bühlmann, Christine Cyris, Michele 

D’Ariano, Benjamin Gorzawski, Nina Heydorn, Olivier Ilegems, Sandra 
Keyssner, Rainer Müller, Aleksandra Pavlovic, Ann-Chantal Rufer, Vera Ryser) 

 
Lighting: Florian Bachmann, Marcus Pericin (Color Light Centre, ZHdK) 
 
Sound Design: Simon Könz 
 
Graphic Design: Corina Farkas, Andreas Hänggi (ZHdK BA Visual Communication) 
 
Media Partner:  Baumeister  
 
Supported by Pro Helvetia and Ernst Göhner Stiftung 
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PROGRAMME 
 
 
 
OPENING: Friday, 25 July 2014  
“HOW WAS YOUR DAY? IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN DO FOR YOU?” I 
 
With Thomas Meier, Stephan Trüby, Christoph Weckerle, Heinrich Lüber, and others 
 
Biennials are sites of condensed space and content. They overwhelm their visitors, leaving them to 
work out things for themselves at the end of the day. The Z Club stands the prevailing model of the 
biennial on its head and places visitors centre-stage in a series of after-sunset events. After a long, 
exhausting day, the Z Club offers food and drinks and personal conversations – and suddenly 
everything makes sense again. 

 
Saturday, 26 July 2014 
“HOW WAS YOUR DAY? IS THERE ANYTHING WE CAN DO FOR YOU?” II 
 
With Christoph Weckerle, Heinrich Lüber, and others 
 
An evening of refreshments, personal conversations, and sculptural performances. Digesting the 
day's events ties in with discussing opportunities and future potentials. The Z Club is in constant 
motion. Here guests cross conditional spaces and thus share their impressions and thoughts. 
 
Sunday, 27 July 2014 
“POLIS (ATHENS)” & “SITUATION VENICE” 
 
“Polis (Athens)” 
Polis means state. Plato's Politeia imagines the ideal state, the perfect governmental system. 
In Politeia, the notorious thinker Socrates debates the advantage or possible disadvantage of justice 
as a basis for a balanced state. Plato's texts are dialogues with a theatrical arrangement. Men gather 
around Socrates to debate an issue, to drink, possibly to dance as part of the symposion (debating 
society), and even more to discover the hidden order of the world/cosmos. 
 
Idea: Stephan Müller    
Text: Plato / Alain Badiou  
Cast: Felix Utting, Martin Wenninger, N.N.  
Music: DJ Kong  
Video: Michel Weber 
 
“Situation Venice”: 
Venice is a crossing point: formerly a maritime power that operated globally centuries ago, today it is 
a crucial axis in dispositive art. This city has also always been in decline and at the same time has 
struggled against its downfall – both in reality as well as symbolically. On the advertising posters, on 
the storefronts, and in the labyrinthine alleys where people are separated from their money, what 
happens when a city is sold as its own product can be felt here as nowhere else. Based on Guy 
Debord’s “Rapport on the Construction of Situations,” NEUE DRINGLICHKEIT will “psycho-
geographically” explore Venice and its relationship to global capitalism for a whole week, wandering 
through the alleys and canals and creating moments of increased passion and different perceptions 
through urban choreography.  The experiment will be recorded on video and the results presented at 
Z Club.      
 
Concept and performance: 
Neue Dringlichkeit 
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Monday, 28 July 2014 
“DESIGN – A SOCIAL MACHINE?” 
 
With Gerhard M. Buurman, Marc Rölli, Tanja Herdt, Peter Vetter and Claude Lichtenstein  
Artistic Advisor: Imanuel Schipper 
 
How much does the world of things influence who we are, what we do, how much we earn, who we 
want to be or become? What is the culture and nature of our relationship with design and its resulting 
things? Is “design” an expression of our individual freedom and creativity; an anonymous design of a 
brave new world;  the result of inspiration and great artistry; or merely a buzz word of an industry that 
produces useless things with great symbolic value? Is “design” the name of a new capitalist system; 
the cause or consequence of our globalised world;  the catalyst of a future that will dispose of the 
human being;  or is it only through design that we become human? We invite you to join us in 
exploring the culture of things and to question the meaning of designed things, from books to 
buildings, information to infrastructures, products to people. What is design and what drives people 
to design? 
 
Tuesday, 29 July 2014 
“BUILT ON SOLID SOUND” 
 
An evening arranged by Jörg Scheller.  
 
With Peter Richter (Süddeutsche Zeitung), Martin Stricker (founding member of Celtic Frost), and 
others 
 
Music: 
Malmzeit, the Heavy Metal Delivery Service 
& Malte Struck/Mark Wehrmann (Death Metal Performance) 
 
Currently, Heavy Metal is experiencing an unexpected revival in the humanities, the arts, design, 
fashion, and in mainstream media. Cultural trash, it seems, has changed into cultural gold in a 
strange alchemistic process. This evening brings together representatives from various fields (among 
others, Peter Richter, Süddeutsche Zeitung, and Martin Stricker, a founding member of Celtic Frost) 
to discuss the impact of Heavy Metal on society, (spatial) design, art, architecture, literature, and so 
forth. The evening will also include short live shows by Malmzeit, the Heavy Metal Delivery Service, 
and Malte Struck/Mark Wehrmann (Death Metal Performance). 
 
Wednesday/Thursday, 30 & 31 July 2014 
“MATERIALITY I” & “MATERIALITY II” 
 
Concept and technical realization: 
ICST - Institute for Computer Music and Sound Technology 
www.icst.net 
 
Performers: 
Sarah Maria Sun, Soprano 
Jorge Sánchez-Chiong, Turntables 
Philippe Kocher, Carlos Hidalgo, Kenn Mouritzen, Compositions  
Daniel Bisig, Michael Egger, Visuals 
Thomas Peter, Jeroen Visser, Florian Bogner, Bojan Milosevic, Ken Gubler, Raimund Vogtenhuber, 
Electronics 
Simon Könz, Sound engineering 
Germán Toro Pérez, Sound projection 
 
During the last two venues of Z-Club at Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, a wide range of works including 
analog taped music, generative art, and audiovisual performance will address different aspects of 
materiality in electroacoustic music. Starting with the emblematic work La Fabbrica Illuminata – a 
beautiful metaphor of ZHdK’s new campus in Zürich – by Venetian composer Luigi Nono and 
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featuring internationally acclaimed soprano Sarah Maria Sun as a first special guest, the two concerts 
will follow a trajectory towards the present including works by Iannis Xenakis, Horacio Vaggione, 
Zbigniew Karkovski, recent works by ZHdK faculty and students, and culminating in an audiovisual 
live performance featuring Michael Egger, Thomas Peter, and second special guest Jorge Sánchez-
Chiong. 
 
Karmen Franinovic: Acqua Alta 
Acqua Alta is a responsive sculpture composed of shape-changing membranes filled 
with laguna water. Integrated into the ceiling beam structure, its dynamic surfaces move in relation to 
the changes in water tides and the presence of visitors. The installation reflects the powers of the 
water over the city of Venice and the manifold human influences on the Venetian laguna. 
 
Florian Bachmann and Marcus Pericin: Colour Light Club 
This light installation consists of 13 moving pairs of letters, which are projected onto walls using 
mirrors as light signals. Powered by small ventilators, the individual letters are transformed into 
pleasing natural movements. The starting point are words, which establish the theme running through 
the evening.  
 
Michele D’Ariano, Nina Heydorn, Aleksandra Pavlovic, and Anne-Chantal Rufer:  
Mit dem Tisch durch die Wand 
«Mit dem Tisch durch die Wand» is a happening composed of three elements: table, dinner, guest. 
Their combination creates an exponential wealth of topics and possible interpretations. The “Table” 
accompanies the Z Club throughout its seven evenings. It is not only an object, but also a format. 
Even if it is a symbol and a medium, our table does not contain a message, but is an open structure.  
 
Sandra Keyssner and Olivier Ilegems: Mountain Bar 
Switzerland is probably the only country (in Europe) whose countryside was urbanised before its 
towns and cities: mountain passes, railway embankments, mountain railways, cogwheel railway 
stations all brought globalisation to nature before globalisation reached Swiss metropolitan areas. Let 
us raise our glasses to this singular development, at the counter of an urban mountain bar 
celebrating alpine technology and mechanics.  
 
Rainer Müller and Benjamin Gorzawski: Z-Club-Aufschreibesystem 
Borrowed from Daniel P. Schreber's Aufzeichnungen eines Nervenkranken, Friedrich Kittler uses the 
term “Aufschreibesystem” (recording system) to refer to all technical facilities serving data storage 
but also to describe the network of technologies and institutions enabling a society to address, store, 
and process relevant data. Inspired by Christoph Scheiner's Pantograph (1603, Fig.5), the Z-Club-
Aufschreibesystem will store the emotions, reactions, and commotions of the one-week event.  
 
Christine Cyris: Fabbrica illuminati – Venedigs Backstage erwandern (only on 1 August 2014) 
Participants will follow in the footsteps of Luigi Nonos and his Fabricca illuminati. Parts of Venice 
absent from its city guide will be illuminated: factories and reconverted old industrial buildings 
now forming the “theatre” that is Venice. Participants will explore those areas of the city responsible 
for making this theatre work: Marghera, Giudecca, and places like the Stucky or the Junghans sites. 
Become the city's companion for a day, from sunrise to sunset.  
 
Only a limited number of places are available for this unusual encounter with Venice. Registration fee: 
50 EUROS (including drinks and refreshments).  
 
To register, please e-mail fabricca.illuminati@gmx.ch or sign up in person at the Z-Club-Bar, 
Palazzo Trevisan, from 24 to 31 July 2014. 
 
Meeting point: 1 August 2014, 5 a.m., outside the Palazzo Trevisan.  
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Nina Bühlmann and Vera Ryser: Milking Toni: An Industrial Archaeology 
How does one tell the story of what was once Europe's largest dairy factory, of its new purpose as 
the campus of Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK), and of the rapid gentrification of Zurich's western 
district in an exhibition space measuring 25 square metres?  
In search of the architectural and industrial traces of the Toni factory, Nina Bühlmann and Vera Ryser 
made some astonishing discoveries. Besides finding architectural traces on the building itself, they 
tracked down and documented the former Toni production facilities in the outskirts of Zurich, as well 
as in Turkey, Russia, and Holland.  
The photographic record of these factory and its traces across Europe exemplify the geographical 
displacement of industrial sites, explore functional architecture in an international context, and place 
the post-industrialisation of Zurich West in a global economic context.  
 
 
140318_Z Club – Toni Cow 
Image Caption:  
The Z Club cow. – © Olivier Ilegems, Anne-Chantal Rufer (ZHdK, MAS Spatial Design). 
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PARTICIPANTS (selection) 
 
Daniel Bisig has held a research position at the Institute for Computer Music and Sound Technology 
in Zurich since 2006.  
 
Florian Bogner is currently attending the Master's in Electroacoustic Composition at ZHdK. He 
works in the fields of sound design, live electronics, and computer music. 
www.florianbogner.at 
 
Gerhard M. Buurman is Professor of Human Computer Interaction Design at Zurich University of the 
Arts, Switzerland [ZHdK], and Head of the Institute for Design Research.  
 
Michael Egger is a video artist, tinkerer, programmer, musician, and lecturer.  
 
Karmen Franinovic	  is Professor of Interaction Design at Zurich University of the Arts and the co-
founder of Zero-Th studios.  She holds a Laurea degree Summa cum Laude in Architecture, a 
Master's degree in Interaction Design and a PhD degree in Art and Media. In her work, Karmen 
focuses on the critical and creative use of responsive technologies in architecture, public space and 
everyday life. From 1994-2000, Karmen lived in Venice where she studied architecture. 
 
Ken Gubler is a musician, software developer, and bicycle mechanic. He has been studying 
computer music at ZHdK since 2013. 
 
Dr. Tanja Herdt is an architect based in Zurich, Switzerland, and has been Head of Research for 
“products & spaces” at Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK) since 2012.  
 
Carlos Hidalgo is currently pursuing a Master's in Electroacoustic Composition under the 
supervision of Germán Toro Pérez at Zurich University of the Arts. 
 
Philippe Kocher is a research associate and software developer at the Institute for Computer Music 
and Sound Technology (ICST) in Zurich.  
 
DJ KONG is a Hongkong-based musician and Zen-master. 
 
Claude Lichtenstein writes and lectures on cultural history, design science, and the history of visual 
communication. 
 
Heinrich Lüber (CH 1961) is a performance artist and Head of the Master of Art Education at Zurich 
University of the Arts (ZHdK).  
 
Malmzeit are a Heavy Metal duo. They play their performances seated, neatly dressed, drinking 
organic tea, and singing songs about the weather.  
 
Bojan Milosevic has been working towards an MA in Electroacoustic Composition at Zürich 
University of the Arts since 2013.  
 
Ken Mouritzen (Denmark, *1972) is a composer and sound designer. He has been living and working 
in Vienna since 2007. He is currently a Master's student in Electroacoustic Composition with Germán 
Toro Pérez at ZHdK.  
 
Stephan Müller studied in New York. He directs operas, musicals, and plays in Europe and USA; he 
is a faculty member at Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK). 
 
The collective NEUE DRINGLICHKEIT (NEW URGENCY) links "politics," "art," and "life" through 
explorative doing. In changing formations, it creates workshops, actions, and performances in a 
fiercely egalitarian manner. http://www.nd-blog.org. 
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Thomas Peter is a musician and composer based in Zurich, Switzerland. www.tpeter.ch 
 
Peter Richter is an author and journalist specializing in architecture, art, and design. Currently, he is 
based in New York City as a cultural correspondent for the Süddeutsche Zeitung.  
 
Marc Rölli is Head of the Research Focus on Theory and Methods at Zurich University of the Arts. 
Since 2011, he has been Full Professor at the Department of Philosophy, Fatih University, Istanbul, 
Turkey.  
 
Jörg Scheller is an art historian, journalist, and musician based in Bern, Switzerland. He is tenured 
lecturer in the history of art and the theory of culture at Zurich University of the Arts.  
 
Martin Erich Stricker (aka Martin Eric Ain) is a Swiss entrepreneur, entertainer, and musician 
based in Zurich. He was the bass player of the seminal extreme metal bands Hellhammer and Celtic 
Frost.  
 
Malte Struck & Mark Wehrmann: In their Death Metal Performances, they deal with sound, space, 
and death by referring to sub-genres of popular music as well as to classical topoi of art history, 
including living sculptures and orgiastic mystery theatre.  
 
Sarah Maria Sun is an acclaimed soprano. Her performances range from 16th to 21st century 
music, but she specializes in contemporary music. Sarah Maria Sun has performed with many highly 
renowned orchestras such as the Berlin Philharmonic (Sir Simon Rattle), the Leipzig Gewandhaus, 
etc. 
 
Germán Toro Pérez has served as director of the Institute for Computer Music and Sound 
Technology since 2007 and teaches electroacoustic composition at Zurich University of the Arts.  
www.toro-perez.com  
 
Stephan Trüby is Professor of Architectural and Cultural Theory at TU München and Head of the 
MAS Spatial Design Programme at Zurich University of the Arts (ZHdK).  
 
Felix Utting is a German actor and a member of the acting master class at Zurich University of the 
Arts. 
 
Peter Vetter was Head of Visual Communication, Department of Design, Zurich University of Arts, 
and is a guest lecturer at various universities in Switzerland and Europe.  
 
Michael Weber is a Swiss video artist. 
 
Christoph Weckerle is Director of the Department of Cultural Analysis, Zurich University of the Arts.  
 
Martin Wenninger is a German actor and a member of the acting master class at Zurich University of 
the Arts. 
 
 


