
 
 

 

 

 

Media Release Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia  

«Salon Suisse» 
En marge de l’architecture: Encounters beyond the discipline 

Collateral Event of the 16th International Architecture Exhibition --- 
La Biennale di Venezia 
 
Salonniers:  Marcel Bächtiger, Tim Kammasch and Stanislas Zimmermann 
Local Salonnière: Laura Tinti 
Location:  Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi, Campo S. Agnese, Dorsoduro 810, 

Venise 
Vaporetto stop:  Zattere or Accademia 
 

Organised by the Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia, the «Salon Suisse» runs 
concomitantly to the exhibition at the Pavilion of Switzerland at the 16th International 
Architecture Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia. Consisting of a series of lectures, 
talks and cultural events, it provides an opportunity to explore architecture in a 
stimulating atmosphere.  

Directed by architectural historian Marcel Bächtiger, cultural theorist Tim Kammasch 
and architect Stanislas Zimmermann, with the support of local Salonnière Laura Tinti, 
this year’s programme is an invitation to take a journey. If architecture is an island 
within the archipelago of the artistic and scientific disciplines, then the Salon is a ship 
that has left the harbour. From foreign shores, the «Salon Suisse» will look back at 
architecture and explore its current cultural and social relevance.  

Global economic interdependencies affect the existence of every individual; the 
complexities of transnational power and decision-making undermine democracy and 
civic engagement; while the dizzying pace of digitalisation is redefining human beings 
and their living environment. Inevitably, these phenomena also influence the self-
concept of architecture and of architects. Is the traditional role of architecture as built 
expressions of society becoming increasingly marginalised? Is «architecture» merely a 
dazzling disguise of realities that can no longer be influenced nor shaped? Do architects 
find themselves downgraded to vicarious agents of an anonymous real estate market? 
What social and cultural significance can the built environment have under these 
circumstances? And what would a culture that deserves to be called «human» look like 
architecturally? 

  



In the long history of architecture, such moments have always proved most fruitful 
when the discourse opened up to ideas, insights and inventions from other disciplines. 
Today, it is time to set sail again. Exploring foreign shores, the journey leads to 
philosophers and anthropologists, writers, musicians and artists, comparatists and 
social researchers. By discussing their work and their link to architecture, the «Salon 
Suisse» will look at new perspectives, not only on the potentials of architecture in the 
21st century, but also on the hidden connections that have always existed among the 
different disciplines. 

The Enlightenment idea of the «Salon» as a place for informative conversations and 
convivial exchange will be revived at the Palazzo Trevisan. Each soirée is also a cultural 
event: a concert, a lecture or a performance; a tangible experience that will spark 
conversations. 

The «Salon Suisse» programme features an opening event on 24 May followed by three 
subsequent weekends of events, taking place in the evenings at 6.30 pm from Thursday 
to Saturday.  

Salon 1 (opening event): Thursday 24 May 2018 at 6.30 pm 

Salon 2: Thursday 13 September to Saturday 15 September 2018 

Salon 3: Tuesday 2 October to Saturday 6 October 2018 

Salon 4: Thursday 22 November to Saturday 24 November 2018 

The opening event of the «Salon Suisse», which takes place at the Chiesa Sant' Agnese 
located opposite the Palazzo Trevisan, acts as a point of embarkment for the journey. 
Framing the introduction by the Salonniers, the festive event offers two musical 
performances allowing to experience the spatiality and complex relationality of sound 
and music. 

From 13 to 15 September, the «Salon Suisse» continues by reconsidering the cultural 
value of architecture. A range of guests, including a scientist, an actor, a philosopher 
and a comparatist, discuss the ties between architecture, art, film and literature. The 
first soirée aims to approach the philosophical notions of «freespace», while the 
second looks at rhetoric and metaphors in the language of architecture, exploring texts 
by Moritz, Goethe, Proust and Benjamin. There will also be a literal excursion headed by 
Stanislas Zimmerman, exploring the lagoon of Venice in a fishing boat. 

In a collaboration with theory seminars of the Joint Master of the Universities of Applied 
Sciences in Berne, Fribourg and Geneva, the third weekend of «Salon Suisse» takes 
place from 2 to 6 October and investigates space as medium. Bringing together 
anthropologists and sociologists with artists and art historians, the Salon will dig into 
questions of perception, performance and the mediatisation of collective space. How 
does the social behaviour of humans and their perception of space and interaction with 
the built environment shape our world? This will be complemented by another 
exploratory to the outskirts of Venice, trip led by Laura Tinti.  



For the last weekend of the Biennale Architettura 2018, from 22 to 24 November, the 
final edition of «Salon Suisse» outlines possible paths to sail into tomorrow. Architects, 
writers and art historians, as well as researchers from the fields of digitalisation and 
artificial intelligence will explore the potentials – and risks – of the 21st century. 
Celebrating the freedom in art and architecture, the last evening also features a 
literature reading and a sound performance.  

A detailed programme of the «Salon Suisse» events will be published on: 
www.biennials.ch 

Partner 
LAUFEN Bathrooms AG is partner of the «Salon Suisse» 2018 and is contributing to the 
events at the Palazzo Trevisan to participate in and encourage an international dialogue 
in the fields of architecture and art.  

«Salon Suisse» 2018 collaborator 
Bern University of Applied Sciences 
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Further information and press images are available on:  
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Editors’notes  

Born in St. Gallen, Switzerland, in 1976 Marcel Bächtiger studied architecture at ETH in 
Zurich. Since graduating in 2002, he has been working as a filmmaker, lecturer and 
editor at Hochparterre, a renowned Swiss journal of architecture. His research 
interest focuses on the relations between the imaginary and architectural space in both 
theory and practice. In his doctoral thesis «Augen, die anders sehen» (Eyes that see 
differently, 2017), he analyses the cinematographic foundations of Le Corbusier’s 
architectural concepts. Marcel Bächtiger lives and works in Zurich. 

Born in Berlin, Germany, in 1967 Tim Kammasch finished his PhD in Philosophy at the 
University of Zurich in 2001. Before that, he was Assistant at the Chair of Prof. Dr. Kurt 
W. Forster (Architecture and Art History) at the Institute of History and Architectural 
Theory at ETH and worked on several exhibitions at the Kunsthaus Zürich, in 
collaboration with Guido Magnaguagno and Juri Steiner. He also was part of the 
founding team of trans magazine, the architectural review of the Department of 
Architecture at ETH in Zurich. From 2005 to 2007, he was a Lecturer and Assistant-in-
Chief at the Department of Philosophy at Zurich University. Since 2008, he has been 
Professor for Cultural Theory of Architecture at the Joint Master of Architecture at the 
Berne University of Applied Sciences. Tim Kammasch lives and works in Zurich.

Born in Bern, Switzerland, in 1970 Stanislas Zimmermann studied architecture at EPFL 
in Lausanne under Luigi Snozzi, Miroslav Šik and Martin Steinmann. After graduating in 
1996, he and Valérie Jomini set up the architecture office Jomini & Zimmermann and 
the furniture label it design, going on to realise numerous architectural and design 
projects. Since 2009, he has been a Lecturer for the Joint Master of Architecture 
programme at the Universities of Applied Sciences in Berne, Fribourg and Geneva. 
Stanislas Zimmermann lives and works in Zurich. 

Born in Decimomannu, Italy, in 1977 Laura Tinti is a designer of functional installations 
and projects for public space. She studied Italian Law before doing a Bachelor of Fine 
Art Painting in Florence and a Master of Visual Art at IUAV University of Architecture 
Venice in 2015. She was Assistant at both the Academy of Fine Arts in Florence and IUAV 
University from 2016 to 2017. Since 2015, she has been collaborating with the 
Education and Promotion office of the Fondazione della Biennale di Venezia and a 
Professor of Visual Art & Fashion at Polimoda Institute for Fashion Design in Florence. 
Laura Tinti lives and works in Venice.  

The Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi 
The second floor of the Palazzo Trevisan degli Ulivi at Zattere belongs to the Swiss 
Confederation and houses the offices of the Swiss Consulate. Initiated by Pro Helvetia, 
the «Salon Suisse» is held in the main room of the Palazzo as of 2012. Palazzo Trevisan 
degli Ulivi, Dorsoduro 810, is close to Campo S. Agnese. The nearest vaporetto stop is 
Zattere. 


